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Senior College/Post High School 

Planning Night  
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B e a v e r t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  A u d i t o r i u m 

T u e s d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 t h ,  2 0 1 7  7 - 9 p m  
 

W e l c o m e / O v e r v i e w   7 : 0 0 - 7 : 2 0  
F i r s t  S e s s i o n            7 : 2 5 - 8 : 1 0  
S e c o n d  S e s s i o n        8 : 1 5 - 9 : 0 0  

 

W e l c o m e / O v e r v i e w  @  A u d i t o r i u m  

K a r e n  S t a b e n o ,  H e a d  C o u n s e l o r ,  B e a v e r t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  

B r e a k - O u t  S e s s i o n s  ( A t t e n d  O n e  o r  T w o )   

P r i v a t e / S e l e c t i v e  C o l l e g e s  @  L o w e r  C a f e t e r i a   
N i a l  R e l e ,  A s s i s t a n t  D e a n  o f  A d m i s s i o n s ,  L e w i s  a n d  C l a r k  C o l l e g e  

P u b l i c / S t a t e  C o l l e g e s  @  A u d i t o r i u m  
J i m  R a w l i n s ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i s s i o n s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O r e g o n  

C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  @  U p p e r  C a f e t e r i a  C - 2 1 8 ,  C - 2 2 0  
H e i d i  E d w a r d s ,  O u t r e a c h  a n d  O r i e n t a t i o n  C o o r d i n a t o r ,  P o r t l a n d  C o m m u n i t y  
C o l l e g e  

F i n e / V i s u a l  a n d  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C o l l e g e s  @  C h o i r  R o o m  
S h a r r o n  S t a r l i n g ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  A d m i s s i o n s ,  C o r n i s h  C o l l e g e  o f  t h e  A r t  

W r i t i n g  a n  E f f e c t i v e  C o l l e g e  E s s a y  @  L i b r a r y  
E r i c  D e l e h o y ,  I n d e p e n d e n t  C o l l e g e  C o u n s e l o r  
 
* T h e  f i r s t  f o u r  b r e a k o u t  s e s s i o n s  o f f e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  
a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  t e s t i n g  t i m e l i n e ,  f i n a n c i a l  a i d / s c h o l a r s h i p  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
o t h e r  s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  t y p e  o f  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  
r e p r e s e n t e d .   T h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  p r o v i d e s  t i p s  o n  w r i t i n g  a n  e f f e c t i v e  c o l l e g e  e s s a y .  
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B E A V E R T O N  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T   

2 0 1 7 - 1 8  I N F O R M A T I O N  N I G H T S  
 

S t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o n t h l y  
i n f o r m a t i o n  n i g h t s  a t  t h e  l o c a t i o n  n e a r e s t  t o  t h e i r  h o m e  h i g h  s c h o o l .  E a c h  

l o c a t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  s i m i l a r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  t o p i c  l i s t e d .  T h e s e  
e v e n i n g s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  c o l l e g e  p r o c e s s ,  

f i n a n c i a l  a i d ,  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  o p t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  p o s t  h i g h  
s c h o o l .  I n t e r p r e t e r s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  n i g h t s .   

 
 

T o p i c  D a t e  T i m e  L o c a t i o n  G r a d e   
 

1 2 t h  G r a d e  C o l l e g e  &  
P o s t  H S  P l a n n i n g  

 
9 / 2 6 / 2 0 1 7  
9 / 2 8 / 2 0 1 7  

 
7 : 0 0  P M  
7 : 0 0  P M  

 
B e a v e r t o n  H S  

S u n s e t  H S  

 
1 2 t h  

 
F A F S A /  

S c h o l a r s h i p s  

 
1 0 / 5 / 2 0 1 7  

1 0 / 1 0 / 2 0 1 7  

 
7 : 0 0  P M  
7 : 0 0  P M  

 
W e s t v i e w  H S  

A l o h a  H S  

 
1 1 t h  &  

1 2 t h  

 
F i n d i n g  A f f o r d a b l e  

C o l l e g e s   

 
1 1 / 2 / 2 0 1 7  

 

 
6 : 3 0  P M  

 

 
B e a v e r t o n  H S  

 

 
9 t h  –  1 1 t h  

 
 

B u i l d i n g  Y o u r  
C o l l e g e  P r o f i l e /  

P o s t - S e s s i o n :  N C A A  

 
2 / 2 8 / 2 0 1 8  
3 / 1 / 2 0 1 8  

 
7 : 0 0  P M  
7 : 0 0  P M  

 
S u n s e t  H S  

M o u n t a i n s i d e  
H S  

 
8 t h  -  1 0 t h  

 
C a r e e r / T e c h n i c a l  

P r o g r a m s  

 
3 / 6 / 2 0 1 8  

 

 
6 : 3 0  P M  

 

 
M e r l o  H S  

 

 
A l l  

G r a d e s  
P r e - S e s s i o n :   S u p p o r t  
S e r v i c e s  f o r  S t u d e n t s  

w i t h  L e a r n i n g  
D i f f e r e n c e s /  

F i n d i n g  t h e  B e s t  
F i t / C o l l e g e  

A p p l i c a t i o n  P r o c e s s  

 
4 / 5 / 2 0 1 8  

4 / 1 1 / 2 0 1 8  

 
7 : 0 0  P M  
7 : 0 0  P M  

 
W e s t v i e w  H S  

S o u t h r i d g e  H S  

 
1 1 t h  

 
  

A l l    
A l l  h i g h  s c h o o l s  w i l l  o f f e r  F A F S A  W o r k s h o p s  i n  O c t o b e r .  T h e s e  d a t e s  w i l l  b e  p u b l i c i z e d   
b y  t h e  h o m e  h i g h  s c h o o l .  L a t i n o  C o l l e g e / F i r s t  G e n e r a t i o n  C o l l e g e  N i g h t  w i l l  a l s o  b e   
o f f e r e d  b y  e a c h  h i g h  s c h o o l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .   
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B E A V E R T O N  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

O F F E R S  F R E E  O N L I N E  V I D E O S  F O R  S T U D E N T S  A N D   

P A R E N T S  I N  I T S  N E W  C O L L E G E  I N F O R M A T I O N  S E R I E S  
 
 

G E T  E D U C A T E D  A B O U T :  
 
• T h e  C o l l e g e  A p p l i c a t i o n  P r o c e s s  
• B u i l d i n g  a  C o m p e t i t i v e  P r o f i l e  
• S c h o l a r s h i p s  
• F i n a n c i a l  A i d  
• F i n d i n g  t h e  B e s t  F i t  C o l l e g e  
• A d v i s i n g  t h e  A r t  S t u d e n t    

 
H O W  T O  G E T  T H E R E :  
 
1 .  G o  t o  w w w . b e a v e r t o n . k 1 2 . o r . u s  
2 .  C l i c k  o n  t h e  P A R E N T S  &  S T U D E N T S  t a b .  
3 .  C l i c k  o n  t h e  S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s  t a b .  
4 .  C l i c k  o n  C O L L E G E  &  C A R E E R  I N F O R M A T I O N .  
5 .  S e l e c t  t h e  t o p i c  y o u  w a n t  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t !  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



B e a v e r t o n  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  5  

 

Col lege Admiss ions  T imel ine  
S e n i o r  Y e a r :  

S e p t e m b e r :  
• MEET WITH YOUR COUNSELOR. 
• Verify graduation credits and college entrance requirements.  
• Review college choices and the application process. 
• Finalize teacher and counselor recommendations. 
• Review scholarship and financial aid information. 
• Consider re-testing (SAT, ACT, and/or SAT Subject Tests), if necessary. 
• Attend College Planning Night with your parents. 
• Meet with college representatives who visit your school. 
• Plan visits to your top choices.  Spend the night on campus whenever possible. 

O c t o b e r :  
 

• Submit Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online (www.fafsa.ed.gov). 
• Complete applications for Early Decision, Early Action or Early Action Single Choice.  
• Complete applications for University of California and California State University system, if 

applicable.  
• Attend information sessions with college representatives at your school and/or events they 

host in Portland.  Ask about interviews in Portland – take advance of them when you can. 
• Start or continue with your scholarship search. Many college specific merit scholarships have 

early deadlines. 
• Attend Scholarship Night. 
• If you intend to apply for need-based financial aid, use the FAFSA4caster at   

http://studentaid.ed.gov to calculate how much financial aid you may need. 
• Complete the CSS Profile (if required by your colleges). 
• Attend the Portland National College Fair.  Over 300 colleges and universities will be 

represented.  
 

N o v e m b e r / D e c e m b e r :  
• If you have applied early decision or have sent in any applications early, follow up with 

teachers and counselors to make sure letters and transcripts were sent. 
• Make sure your test scores have been sent to the colleges you selected. 
• If you have completed the FAFSA, you should receive your Student Aid Report (SAR); review 

it carefully and report any inaccuracies and corrections to the FAFSA processor. 
• Complete applications with January deadlines. 
• Finish all college applications and meet with your counselor to put the “final package” 

together.  
• Write Thank-You notes to teachers who have written you letters of recommendation 
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J a n u a r y :   

• Study for semester finals and finish your 7th semester strong. 
• If colleges require a first semester grade report (mid-year report), request that they be sent 

as soon as they are available. 
 

F e b r u a r y :   
• Monitor your applications.  If you do not receive a confirmation that your application is 

complete for any of your colleges, phone them immediately to check on the status. 
• Check your emails regularly.  College will often send you pertinent information regarding 

your application and scholarships by email. 
• Stay focused on your classes – remember your college will get a copy of your final transcript. 
• Continue to search for local and private scholarships. 

 

M a r c h :  
• Begin to plan visits to your top choice colleges if you feel the need to visit again as part of 

your decision making process. 
 

A p r i l :  
• Make necessary campus visits with a new focus – is this THE college for me?  Be aware this is 

the busiest month for visits at many colleges, therefore early planning is necessary. 
• Compare financial aid award packages.  Call colleges to clarify and ask questions.  If you have 

not received a package from one of your colleges, contact them. 

M a y :  
• Notify colleges of your decision to attend (or not) by MAY 1st. 

 

J u n e :  
• Request that your high school send your final transcript to the college you are attending. 
• Congratulations!  Your high school counselor and teachers will celebrate you as a Graduate!  
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C o l l e g e  C a t e g o r i e s  

 
C o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t w o - y e a r  a n d  f o u r - y e a r ,  f a l l  i n t o  
o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  g e n e r a l  c a t e g o r i e s :  P u b l i c ,  P r i v a t e ,  o r  P r o p r i e t a r y  
( f o r - p r o f i t ) .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e s e  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  a s  t h e y  b e g i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  s e a r c h .  E a c h  t y p e  o f  c o l l e g e  
h a s  i t s  o w n  s t r e n g t h s ,  a n d  n o  o n e  t y p e  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n o t h e r .  I t  a l l  
d e p e n d s  o n  w h a t  y o u  n e e d  a n d  w h a t  f i t s  y o u  b e s t .  T o  h e l p  y o u  d e c i d e ,  
h e r e  i s  a  b r i e f  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  c o l l e g e s  y o u  m a y  
e n c o u n t e r .   
 

C o l l e g e :   
A n y  d e g r e e - g r a n t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f f e r i n g  p o s t - h i g h  s c h o o l ,  
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i o n .  C o l l e g e s  t y p i c a l l y  a w a r d  e i t h e r  a  B a c h e l o r s  
o f  A r t s  o r  a  B a c h e l o r s  o f  S c i e n c e  d e g r e e ,  b u t  t h e y  m a y  a l s o  o f f e r  
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  d e g r e e s .  S o m e  t w o - y e a r  c o l l e g e s  o f f e r  a s s o c i a t e ’ s  
d e g r e e s .  S o m e  s p e c i a l t y  c o l l e g e s  a w a r d  t r a i n i n g  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s .  C o l l e g e s  
m a y  b e  l o c a t e d  o n  s e v e r a l  a c r e s  o f  c a m p u s  w i t h  a  l a r g e  s t a f f  a n d  m a n y  
b u i l d i n g s ,  o r  t h e y  m a y  e x i s t  s o l e l y  o n l i n e .   

U n i v e r s i t y :  
A  d e g r e e  g r a n t i n g  i n s t i t u t e  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t ,  b e s i d e s  a  
b a c h e l o r s  d e g r e e ,  a l s o  o f f e r s  a  m a s t e r s  a n d  d o c t o r a t e - l e v e l  d e g r e e s .   

C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e :  
T w o  y e a r  c o l l e g e s  o f f e r  a c a d e m i c  p r o g r a m s  a l l o w i n g  a  s t u d e n t  t o  e a r n  
a n  A s s o c i a t e  o f  A r t s  o r  S c i e n c e  d e g r e e ,  w h i c h  m a y  t h e n  t r a n s f e r  t o  a  
f o u r - y e a r  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  r e c e i v e  t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  B e c a u s e  c o m m u n i t y  
c o l l e g e s  a r e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  p r o v i d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  a  d i v e r s e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e y  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  w o r k i n g  t o  e x p a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .   

N o n - p r o f i t  C o l l e g e :  
M o s t  c o l l e g e s  a r e  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t ,  p u b l i c  o r  
p r i v a t e ,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  d o e s  n o t  s e e k  t o  m a k e  m o n e y  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e i r  
e x p e n s e s .   
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F o r - p r o f i t :  
F o r - p r o f i t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o p e r a t e  u n d e r  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  s t o c k h o l d e r s  a n d  
i n v e s t o r s  a n d  o f t e n  o f f e r  n a r r o w l y  f o c u s e d  c o u r s e s  o f  s t u d y .  U p  t o  9 0 %  
o f  r e v e n u e  c o m e s  f r o m  f e d e r a l  s t u d e n t  a i d ;  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h i s  r e l i a n c e  
o n  f e d e r a l  s t u d e n t  a i d  h a s  l e d  t h e  f o r - p r o f i t  i n d u s t r y  t o  p r o m o t e  
p o t e n t i a l l y  u n s a f e  b o r r o w i n g  p r a c t i c e s .   

O n l i n e  U n i v e r s i t y :  
A  u n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  o f f e r s  o n l i n e  c l a s s e s  o n l y .  W h i l e  t h e  s c h o o l  m a y  h a v e  
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  l o c a t e d  i n  b u i l d i n g s ,  s t u d e n t  d o  n o t  a t t e n d  c l a s s e s  i n  a  
t y p i c a l  b r i c k - a n d -  m o r t a r  c l a s s r o o m .   

P r i v a t e  C o l l e g e :  
A n y  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  i s  f u n d e d  p r i m a r i l y  t h r o u g h  t u i t i o n ,  f e e s  
a n d  p r i v a t e  d o n a t i o n s .   

F a i t h - b a s e d  C o l l e g e s :  
W h a t e v e r  y o u r  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h ,  t h e r e  i s  p r o b a b l y  a  c o l l e g e  a f f i l i a t e d  
w i t h  y o u r  b e l i e f .  M o s t  c o l l e g e s  w i t h  a  r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  p r o v i d e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  c o l l e g e  o f f e r i n g s  a n d  a r e  o p e n  t o  a l l  s t u d e n t s .  S o m e  o f  
t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  b i b l e  c o l l e g e s  a n d  r a b b i n i c a l  s c h o o l s ,  o f f e r  
s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  i n  a  r e l i g i o n .   

C u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e s :  
M a n y  c o l l e g e s  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  p r o v i d i n g  e d u c a t i o n  t o  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  b a c k g r o u n d .  T h e r e  a r e  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l l y  B l a c k  C o l l e g e s  a n d  
U n i v e r s i t i e s  ( H B C U s )  a n d  c o l l e g e s  l i k e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s p a n i c  U n i v e r s i t y .  
M a n y  N a t i v e - A m e r i c a n  t r i b e s  h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  c o l l e g e s .   S o m e  o f  t h e s e  
c o l l e g e s  h a v e  c u l t u r a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  a c c e p t a n c e ,  a n d  o t h e r s  a r e  o p e n  
t o  a l l  a p p l i c a n t s .   

T e c h n i c a l  a n d  T r a d e  S c h o o l s :  
T e c h n i c a l  c o l l e g e s  p r i m a r y  f o c u s  i s  t o  p r e p a r e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  i m m e d i a t e  
e m p l o y m e n t .  T e c h  s c h o o l s  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  i n c l u d e  n o n - v o c a t i o n a l  o r  
g e n e r a l  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  i n  t h e i r  o f f e r i n g s .  N o n e  o r  n o t  a l l  c r e d i t s  e a r n e d  
i n  a  t e c h  o r  t r a d e  s c h o o l  m a y  t r a n s f e r  t o  a n  a c a d e m i c  p r o g r a m .   
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D i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  B e s t  F i t  f o r  E a c h  S t u d e n t  
 
Choosing the right school will require the student and the parent to explore the goals of the 
students. While a technical school may be the best choice for one student, a four-year college may 
be for the next.  Parents know their students best and can be an invaluable resource to help 
students process these questions. Ultimately, though, it is important to choose the school that is 
right for the student, not what seems right for a parent or friends. It is also important to discuss as 
many of the details, such as cost of attendance, ultimate goals, transportation and other expenses. 
Many factors will be important to think about and discuss as a family because these will impact the 
whole family. Make this discussion a continuous process, not a final conclusion, and something that 
is reviewed and revised throughout the admissions cycle.  
 
For the student:  
  
WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?  
  

• What are the “non-negotiables”?  What five characteristics are you not willing to 
compromise?   

• Geographical location:  Northeast       South       Midwest       West Coast 
• Campus setting:  Urban       Suburban       Rural 
• Enrollment Size:  Very Small (less than 1000)        Small (1000-5000)  

Medium (5000-10,000)       Large (10,000-20,000)        Very Large (20,000+)  
• Religious Orientation:  Pervasively Christian       Catholic       Other church sponsored       None  
• Academic Orientation:  Liberal Arts       Strong math/science       Vocational  
• Campus Character:  Residential       Some commuters       Commuter  
• Campus Community:  Diversity       Homogeneous  
• The  Campus Culture:  Highly competitive       Competitive       Collaborative or no pressure  
• Extracurricular activities you hope to pursue?  

 
  
WHY COLLEGE?  
  

• What are three things you want most from your college experience?  
• What kind of pressures from others are you feeling right now regarding your college choice?  
• What are three things you would like the college of your choice to offer?  
• Looking at yourself both in and out of school, what personal assets will help you succeed in 

college?  
• Who or what will be your most helpful resource in making your decision about which college 

to attend?  
• What is your number one reason for going to college?  
• What will a “successful college experience” mean to you?  
• Do you prefer a big city?  Suburb?  Small town? 
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Questions for Parents—the answers to these questions should be shared with your student:  
  

• How far is the college from home?  
• Do you have a specific location in mind?  
• Why do you think your child wants to go to college?  
• How will your child react if your expectations conflict?  
• Will your child be more successful in a very small college?  A smaller private school?  A 

medium sized school?  A very large university?  Why?  
• How good is your child at asking for help (anything from directions on campus to tutoring) 

when needed?  
• Do you prefer an institution that is primarily for undergraduates?  Why or why not?  
• Would you consider a single-sex school?  Would you prefer one?  
• In a coed school, do you care whether the male to female ratio is balanced?  
• Do you prefer a school with a religious affiliation?  
• What preferences (and prejudices) do you think your child has regarding the size and 

student composition of the college he or she will attend?     
• How realistic do you view these preferences?  
• Does your child have a major in mind?  If so, what?  
• How certain about it do you think your child feels?  Does he/she have a career goal?  If so, 

what?  
• How do you feel about this choice of major and/or career?  
• Do you think your child would be happy at this school if he/she changes major?  
• What other academic areas do you hope will be pursued in college?  
• Are there subjects that your child is likely to avoid that you think should be studied?  
• Do you think your child works better when challenged by tough classes and bright 

classmates or when near the top of a less competitive group?  
• Is having your child attend a prestigious college important to you?  Is it equally, more, or less 

important to your child?  
• Will cost influence where your child attends college?  Do you plan to apply for financial aid?  
• How much money, if any, have you set aside for college expenses for your child?  
• What amount do you expect your child to contribute from earnings and assets?  
• What extracurricular activities do you hope your child will pursue in college?  
•  Would you prefer your child to live at home?  In a single-sex dorm?  In a coed dorm?  In a 

fraternity or sorority?   In an apartment?  
• How will your child do with a roommate?  How about more than one?  
• Most importantly, why do you want your child to go to college?  
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T h e  A p p l i c a t i o n  

College applications can now be found online at individual college websites. You should review the 
college’s website for application information and the current year application, financial aid, and 
housing information. It is recommended that you complete your application online. For 
independent colleges and universities, and some public universities, we encourage you to use the 
the Common Application (www.commonapp.org) if the institution is a member.  

P e r s o n a l  S t a t e m e n t  a n d  E s s a y s  
Virtually all colleges will request that you address a personal statement or essay as part of your 
application. You should begin the writing process early and have your essay reviewed by teachers 
and your counselor. The essay should give the college a better picture of you as a student and as an 
individual.  
 
Tips for writing your Personal statement: 
 

• Write about parts of your life that cannot be gleaned from other parts of your application. 
• The personal statement should complement, not repeat, the rest of your application.  
• Write about the substantive aspects of your life. 
• Concentrate on only a few characteristics so that you can have a clear focus to the essay.  
• Be careful about being too self-revealing or personal. 
• Remember that you only have 1-2 pages to write about the qualities and accomplishments 

that reveal more about You.  
 

Tips for writing an Essay:  
 

• Answer the what and why –read the question carefully! 
• Colleges are looking for a higher level of thinking and for students who are able to make 

connections between simple and complex concepts.  
• Write from an analytical point of view.  
• Write an essay you like – write something you will be proud of. 
• Be thoughtful and have a spirit to your essay.  
• The less the essay sounds like a seventeen year old, the more it may hurt your application.  

 

Other Essay and Personal Statement hints:  
 

• Be PASSIONATE about what you write.  
• Answer the question and demonstrate how well you think, as well as how well you write.  
• Don’t select topics that bore (i.e. the social problem of the year), irritate (a hot political 

topic) or suggest you don’t see the world beyond high school.  
• Do proofread and ask someone to proofread for you.  
• Don’t make careless mistakes.  
• Stay away from vague examples- don’t be afraid to reflect real life.  
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• Write about what you know.  
• Realize that humor can be difficult to pull off in an essay. Don’t try to be funny if that is not 

your personality.  
• Limit the topics so you can effectively deal with the material.  
• If you write about parts of your life dealing with issues around the 3D’s (drugs, divorce, 

depression) – be able to evaluate and reflect rather than just relay information.  
• Remember that the essay is being read quickly and for general impression.  
• Don’t be afraid to use a second page rather than compressing sentences.  
• Make it easy to read.  
• BE ABLE TO SAY, “THIS SOUNDS LIKE ME!” 

C h e c k l i s t  f o r  S u b m i t t i n g  A p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  E s s a y s  

W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e  c o m p l e t i n g  a  m u l t i - p a g e  c o l l e g e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  o r  
w r i t i n g  a  6 5 0 - w o r d  s c h o l a r s h i p  e s s a y ,  t h e  t a s k  c a n  b e  i n t i m i d a t i n g .  
H e r e  a r e  a  f e w  h i n t s  w e  h a v e  c o m p i l e d  t o  m a k e  t h e  p r o c e s s  s m o o t h e r  
a n d  e a s e  y o u r  a n x i e t i e s .   

 

C o m p l e t i n g  T h e  C o l l e g e  A p p l i c a t i o n  
 

. Read the entire application, making notes of important points.  
 

. Follow the directions exactly.  
 

. Make sure you enclose everything the application requests i.e., application fees, 
recommendations, transcripts, OR you can make arrangements for these items to be sent. 
Do not include anything that is not specified.  

 

. If the application asks for hours involved in a project, do not write, “varies.” This means 
nothing to the selection committee. Estimate the hours as accurately as you can. If the 
scholarship asks for total hours, do not give weekly or monthly hours give total hours.  

 

. Do not use acronyms until you have used the entire title once, with the acronym in 
parentheses.  

 

. Check the date of the deadline and the day of the week on which it falls. Send in the 
application well before the deadline. Find out when the schools begin to accept students’ 
application. The earlier you send it in the better. 
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R e q u e s t i n g  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  L e t t e r s  
 

. If you need a recommendation, ask a teacher or counselor who knows you personally and is 
willing to write the recommendation. Provide this person with requested information well in 
advance and ask them for a deadline.  
 

. The more information you can provide the writer (i.e., resume, personal goal statement, 
type of scholarship you are applying for and/or college), the better they can write a letter to 
meet your needs.  

 

. Be sure to give the person submitting a recommendation for you a stamped envelope 
addressed to the college where it is to be sent, if the application is not sent electronically.  

 

. Before the deadline, follow-up with the person submitting your recommendation to assure 
that it is turned in on time.  

 

O r g a n i z i n g  Y o u r  A p p l i c a t i o n   
 

. Keep a copy of the final application for your records. 
 

. Create a separate file folder for each school or scholarship to which you are considering 
applying. 

 

. Keep copies of all your application materials, so when you apply for additional scholarships, 
you can rework information you have already developed, rather than starting again from 
scratch.  

 

W r i t i n g  t h e  P e r f e c t  S c h o l a r s h i p  E s s a y  
 

. Give yourself plenty of time to write and rewrite essays.  
 

. Your essay must be original, and must fit the requested format. Reusing essays without 
reworking them to fit the specific scholarship is not effective.  

 

. If the scholarship requires answering essay questions, be sure your writing answers the 
question. If the question has more than one part, be sure to address the various 
components of the question.  

 

. Choose a topic that is meaningful to you so you can put your heart into your writing.  
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. Brainstorm. Think about content and organize what you feel is important and will best 
describe you and your goals.  

 

- What are your major accomplishments? 
- What attributes, qualities or skills distinguish you from everyone else?  
- Consider your favorite books, movies, works of art, people you admire and how 

they have influenced you.  
- Have you ever fought hard for something and succeeded?  
- What are your future aspirations, dreams, and goals? How do you want to be 

remembered, or what do you want to be known for?  
- What have you done outside the classroom that shows more of who you are as an 

individual? What are your most important extracurricular and community 
activities?  
 

. If a scholarship asks for educational goals, and you are not sure what you want to do, either,  
a) pick one likely scenario and explain it. Or b) explain everything you do know such as; how 
much education you want, the type of work and work setting you wish to prepare for, the 
driving force that would make any line of work meaningful to you, some areas of interest 
you are currently considering.  
 

. Do not use an essay just to repeat information already in the application.  
 

. Emphasize the things that are unique about you.  
 

. Your objective is to convince someone else that they should invest their scholarship in you. 
Be sure to choose a topic that will give you the opportunity to be convincing.  

 

. Know your audience and speak to their interests. For example, if you are applying for a 
business scholarship, speak in your essay about your personal interests and experiences in 
business-related areas.  

 

. Do not be overly humble in your application. The selection committee is not likely to know 
you, or to realize you just don’t like to brag. You can be clear about your accomplishments 
with our sounding like the biggest ego in the universe.  

 

. Your essay needs to be engaging and memorable. Start out strong. 
 

. Humor on paper is tricky; save it for your friends. 
 

. Be yourself and be creative. Do not adopt a negative or preachy tone.  
 

. If you choose to write about a traumatic experience, write about how it caused you to grow, 
rather than focusing on the negative outcomes of the event.  
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. Leave these phrases out of your application: “I didn’t do much in high school”, “next year I 
plan to do some volunteer work.”, “I just can’t tell you how meaningful that was for me.” 

 

. If the essay has a page or word number limit, do not go over the limit. Scholarship 
committees need to be able to compare parallels essays. If yours is longer, it gives you an 
unfair advantage. Some committees may solve this by removing your application from 
consideration.  

 

. Check and double-check the grammar and spelling. Don’t just depend on the spell-checker; 
have someone critically proof read for you. The experience may be painful at first, but the 
pay off is more important. Be especially certain you spell the name of the scholarship 
correctly.  

 

 

Q u e s t i o n s  t o  A s k  D u r i n g  a  C o l l e g e  V i s i t   
 

A d m i s s i o n s  O f f i c e :   
• What are the admission requirements for this college/university?  
• How many students applied for admission last year?  What percentage of students did you 

admit?  What percentage of applicants was admitted during early action/early decision? 
• What were the stats of the average student admitted during the regular admission cycle? 
• What were the stats of the average student admitted during early action/early decision? 
• What weight in your admission evaluation do you give to the following: 

o GPA and rank in class 
o Difficulty of course work taken 
o ACT/SAT scores 
o Parent of applicant is an alum 
o Essays in application 
o Recommendations 
o Involvement in extra-curricular activities 
o Demonstrated interest 

• When you are examining the student’s cumulative GPA, do you give more weight in calculating 
honors or AP/IB courses?  

• What are the deadlines for admission and financial aid?  
• Is there anything else about the admission evaluation process that you feel students should 

know? 
• What are the most popular majors at your college? 
• What departments/majors do you consider to be especially strong at your college? 
• Are there any national awards or evaluations that have been given to particular departments 

that you are proud of? 
• Does this school offer a variety of programs in the areas that interest me?  
• What percentage of freshman and sophomore courses do graduate students teach?  Is there a 

spoken English standard required for your teaching graduate students? 
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• What is the average size of a typical freshman class? 
• How does academic advising work on campus? What are the strengths and weaknesses of your 

advising system? 
• What study abroad or volunteer opportunities are there for students?  
• Are there opportunities for internships, co-ops, etc.?  
• Do faculty conduct research with undergraduates or just graduate students? 
• What academic support resources are available?  
• Does this college award college credit for performing well on AP or IB exams?   
• Are students required to live on campus?  
• Are there fraternities or sororities available? If so, can freshman live in the house?  
• Is it difficult to get on-campus housing? How do I apply for on-campus housing? 

What is the cost? 
• How many students live on campus? Do most stay on weekends?  
• Is on-campus housing required? Is it guaranteed all four years?  
• What extracurricular activities are available?  
• What medical services/facilities are available to students?  
• What percentage of students comes back for the sophomore year?  
• What is the university’s commitment to students graduating in four years?  
• HOW SAFE IS THE CAMPUS? What proactive measures are taken?  

 
 

F o r  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  A i d  O f f i c e :   
• What is the total tuition and fees for this college?  
• What kind of aid is available?  
• What percentage of demonstrated need does this college meet? 
• In your financial aid award offers, what percentage does the average admitted student receive 

in gift aid?  Loan and work-study? 
• Do I need to fill out the PROFILE in addition to the FAFSA?  
• What are the priority deadlines for financial aid?  
• Are there institutional scholarships to apply for? If so, what are their deadline dates? Is there a 

separate application? 
• If a student receives an outside organizational scholarship, how does that affect his/her financial 

aid award offer? 

 

F o r  C u r r e n t  S t u d e n t s :   
•  How many hours a week (day) do you study? Is that typical of all students here?  
• Do you feel safe here?  
• Are professors available to students outside of class?  
• Do you find support services readily accessible?  
• Is it easy to be involved on campus?  
• Are students encouraged to study abroad? Do research?  
• Are campus jobs available?  



B e a v e r t o n  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  1 7  

 

• What is dorm life like?  
• Do students stay around campus on weekends?  
• What types of activities are available to students on weekends?  
• Is the dorm food good?  
• Is it possible to study in your dorm room?  
• What type of political climate exists? Would you describe this campus as conservative? Liberal? 

Moderate?  
• What do you like most about this college?  
• What do you like least?  
• If given the opportunity, would you choose this school again?  

 

A d m i s s i o n s  I n t e r v i e w s  

S e l e c t i v e  c o l l e g e s  m a y  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  a n  i n t e r v i e w  o n  c a m p u s  o r  w i t h  a  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a t  a  l o c a t i o n  n e a r  y o u .  S o m e t i m e s ,  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  i s  a n  
a l u m n u s  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y ,  o r  i t  m a y  b e  t h e  r e g i o n a l  
a d m i s s i o n s  c o u n s e l o r .  C o l l e g e s  u s e  t h e  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  t o  l e a r n  
m o r e  a b o u t  y o u  b e y o n d  y o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n .  I f  y o u  a r e  g i v e n  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n t e r v i e w  -  T a k e  I t !   

H e l p f u l  h i n t s  f o r  i n t e r v i e w s :  
 
• Research the school ahead of time. If you have had the opportunity to visit, be sure to mention this. 

Demonstrate that you have done your homework. 
 
• The interview is not the most important piece of your application process. Your transcript, meaningful 

involvement in activities, essays/personal statements and recommendations weigh more than a polished 
presentation. 

 
• Dress appropriately.  No jeans or pants that sit below your natural waist.  Clothes should not be too tight 

or too loose. How you dress shows that you have given thought to a good first impression.  
 
• Be prepared to talk about yourself.  You are the expert on you!  What are your best attributes?  What are 

you looking for in a college?  What most interested you about this particular college/university?  What are 
your strongest or most favorite academic subjects?  What was your proudest moment and why?  

 
• Many times, the interviewer will be an alumnus of the university. This is your chance to ask about the 

student experience.  
 
• Be prepared to ask knowledgeable questions about what you are looking to do in college: internships, 

research, study abroad, athletics, etc.  
• Bring your resume and transcript. You may be asked to talk about various aspects of your resume and/or 

transcript.   
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• If your parents attend, decide in advance the role they will play. Be polite and introduce them to the 
interviewer. However, remember, this interview is about you and for you. If your parents have questions, 
leave these for the end.  

 
• Turn off your cellphone.  
 
• Write a note or email to thank the interviewer. Be sure that you have his/her contact information prior to 

leaving. Mention something specific that you spoke about in your interview and ask any additional follow 
up questions to demonstrate that you have thought about the interview.  

C o l l e g e  T e r m i n o l o g y  

A s s o c i a t e  D e g r e e -  
T h e  d e g r e e  g r a n t e d  u p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  a t  a  t w o -
y e a r  i n s t i t u t i o n  ( c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e  o r  t e c h n i c a l  c o l l e g e ) .  S t u d e n t s  m a y  
e a r n  a n  A s s o c i a t e  o f  A r t s  d e g r e e  o r  a n  A s s o c i a t e  o f  S c i e n c e  d e g r e e ,  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  s t u d e n t  p u r s u i n g  e n g i n e e r i n g  o r  s c i e n c e - r e l a t e d  d e g r e e s ,  t o  
b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a  f o u r - y e a r  i n s t i t u t i o n .   
 
B a c h e l o r s  D e g r e e -  
T h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e g r e e  c o n f e r r e d  b y  a  f o u r - y e a r  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  
b a s e d  u p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  p r o g r a m  n o r m a l l y  r e q u i r i n g  f o u r  t o  f i v e  
a c a d e m i c  y e a r s  o f  s t u d y .  E x a m p l e s  a r e  B . A .  ( B a c h e l o r s  o f  A r t s ) ,  B . F . A  
( B a c h e l o r s  o f  F i n e  A r t s )  o r  B . S .  ( B a c h e l o r  o f  S c i e n c e ) .   
 
M a s t e r s  D e g r e e -   
A  d e g r e e  e a r n e d  u p o n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w o  y e a r s  o f  s t u d y  
b e y o n d  t h e  b a c h e l o r s  d e g r e e .  O f t e n  a  t h e s i s  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  c o m p l e t i o n  
o f  t h e  M a s t e r s  d e g r e e .   
 
D o c t o r ’ s  D e g r e e  ( P h D .  O r  E d . D . )  –   
A n  a c a d e m i c  d e g r e e  c a r r y i n g  t h e  t i t l e  o f  “ D o c t o r ” .  H i g h e r  t h a n  a  
m a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e ,  t h e  e a r n e d  P h . D .  r e q u i r e s  e x t e n d e d  s t u d y ,  c o u r s e w o r k  
a n d  r e s e a r c h .  T h e  d o c t o r a t e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  e a r n e d  a f t e r  4 - 8  y e a r s  o f  s t u d y  
b e y o n d  t h e  b a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e .   
 
E a r l y  A c t i o n  ( E A ) -   
A n  a d m i s s i o n s  p r o g r a m  w h e r e b y  a  s t u d e n t  c a n  s u b m i t  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  o r  
m u l t i p l e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  E a r l y  A c t i o n  s c h o o l s ,  b y  a  d e s i g n a t e d  d a t e  i n  
e a r l y  N o v e m b e r  a n d  r e c e i v e d  a  d e c i s i o n  b y  m i d - D e c e m b e r .  T h e  E a r l y  
A c t i o n  s t u d e n t ,  i f  a c c e p t e d ,  i s  n o t  b o u n d  t o  e n r o l l .  S t u d e n t s  a r e  n o t  
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r e q u i r e d  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  c o l l e g e  o f  t h e i r  e n r o l l m e n t  d e c i s i o n  u n t i l  M a y  1 s t .  
C o m m i t m e n t :  N o n - B i n d i n g  
 
E a r l y  A c t i o n  S i n g l e  C h o i c e  ( E A S C ) -   
A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  w h e r e b y  a  s t u d e n t  m a y  a p p l y  b y  m i d - N o v e m b e r  
a n d  a r e  n o t i f i e d  b y  m i d - D e c e m b e r .  U n d e r  t h e  E A S C  p o l i c y ,  s t u d e n t s  m a y  
n o t  a p p l y  t o  c o l l e g e s  u n d e r  a n y  o t h e r  E A  o r  E D  p r o g r a m s .  H o w e v e r  i f  
a d m i t t e d ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  m a k e  a n  e n r o l l m e n t  d e c i s i o n  
u n t i l  M a y  1 s t .  T h i s  a l s o  m a y  b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  R e s t r i c t i v e  E a r l y  A c t i o n  
( R E A )  p r o g r a m .  C o m m i t m e n t :  N o n - B i n d i n g  
 
E a r l y  D e c i s i o n  ( E D ) -   
A n  e a r l y  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s  t h a t  c a r r i e s  a  b i n d i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
e n r o l l ,  i f  a c c e p t e d ,  t o  t h e  c o l l e g e .  S t u d e n t  a n d  p a r e n t  m u s t  s i g n  a n  
a g r e e m e n t  t o  w i t h d r a w  a l l  o t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a c c e p t a n c e  
t h r o u g h  E a r l y  D e c i s i o n  a n d  m a y  a p p l y  t o  o n l y  o n e  c o l l e g e  E a r l y  
D e c i s i o n .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  w i l l  n o t  b e  i n f o r m e d  o f  
f i n a n c i a l  a i d  a w a r d s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  a d m i t  u n d e r  E a r l y  D e c i s i o n ,  
w h i c h  i s  a  m a j o r  d r a w b a c k  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  n e g o t i a t i n g  y o u r  F i n a n c i a l  
A i d  p a c k a g e .  C o m m i t m e n t :  B i n d i n g  
 
E x p e c t e d  F a m i l y  C o n t r i b u t i o n  ( E F C ) -   
M o n e y  a  f a m i l y  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d  t h e i r  c h i l d ’ s  
e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  c a l c u l a t e d ,  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  o n  
t h e  F A F S A .   
 
F e d e r a l  P e l l  G r a n t -  
A n  a w a r d  o f  m o n e y  b a s e d  o n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  e x c e p t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d .  
E a c h  y e a r ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  m a x i m u m  a m o u n t  
P e l l  g r a n t .  Q u a l i f i e d  f a m i l i e s  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a n  a m o u n t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
t h e i r  n e e d .   
 
F e d e r a l  P l u s  L o a n -   
A v a i l a b l e  t o  p a r e n t s  o f  d e p e n d e n t  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  
o f  f i n a n c i a l  n e e d .  A  p a r e n t  m a y  b o r r o w  u p  t o  t h e  f u l l  c o s t  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  
m i n u s  f i n a n c i a l  a i d ,  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  a c c r u i n g  w h i l e  t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  i n  
s c h o o l .  R e p a y m e n t  w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h i n  3 0  d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f u l l  
d i s b u r s e m e n t  o f  t h e  l o a n .   
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F e d e r a l  P e r k i n s  L o a n -   
A  l o w  i n t e r e s t  l o a n  f o r  b o t h  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  
d e m o n s t r a t e  e x c e p t i o n a l  n e e d .  T h e  l o a n  i s  m a d e  a n d  r e p a i d  t o  t h e  
s c h o o l .   
 
F e d e r a l  S t a f f o r d  L o a n -   
A  l o a n  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  s u b s i d i z e d  
( r e p a y m e n t  b e g i n s  s i x  m o n t h s  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n )  o r  u n s u b s i d i z e d  
( o p t i o n  o f  p a y i n g  i n t e r e s t  a n d  p r i n c i p a l  w h i l e  i n  s c h o o l ) .   
 
F r e e  A p p l i c a t i o n  F o r  F e d e r a l  S t u d e n t  A i d  ( F A F S A ) -   
T h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  f e d e r a l  s t u d e n t  a i d  u s e d  b y  c o l l e g e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
a i d  e l i g i b i l i t y .  I t  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s t u d e n t ’ s  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  g r a n t s ,  
l o a n s ,  a n d  w o r k - s t u d y .  F a m i l i e s  m a y  s u b m i t  t h e  F A F S A  o n  J a n u a r y  1 s t  o f  
t h e  s e n i o r  y e a r  a n d  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  a d h e r e  t o  a l l  p u b l i s h e d  d e a d l i n e s  
i n  o r d e r  t o  h a v e  p r i o r i t y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .   
 
W o r k  S t u d y -  
A  f o r m  o f  f e d e r a l  a i d ,  s t u d e n t s  m a y  w o r k  t o  e a r n  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s  w h i l e  a t t e n d i n g  c o l l e g e .  W o r k - s t u d y  p r o v i d e s  
c a m p u s - r e l a t e d  j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s t u d e n t s .   
 
P r o f i l e -   
A  s u p p l e m e n t a l  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  f o r m  u s e d  b y  s o m e  i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  p u b l i c  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  a  
p r o c e s s i n g  f e e  f o r  t h e  P R O F I L E .  S t u d e n t s  m u s t  a l s o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  F A F S A  
t o  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  f e d e r a l  a i d  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  P R O F I L E  m a y  b e  s u b m i t t e d  
b e g i n n i n g  i n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  t h e  s e n i o r  y e a r .   
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C o l l e g e  F a i r  V i s i t s  
 

 
 
P e r f o r m i n g  &  V i s u a l  A r t s  F a i r  
M o n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  1 6 ,  2 0 1 7  
7  p . m .  –  9  p . m .  
P o r t l a n d  A r t  M u s e u m  
 
 
 
 

N A C A C  P o r t l a n d  N a t i o n a l  C o l l e g e  F a i r    
S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 9 ,  2 0 1 7  
1  p . m . - 5  p . m .  
M o n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  3 0 ,  2 0 1 7  
9  a . m .  -  1 2  p . m .   
O r e g o n  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r    
 
 
 
 
P N A C A C  S p r i n g  C o l l e g e  F a i r  
S u n d a y ,  A p r i l  2 2 ,  2 0 1 8  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P o r t l a n d ,  C h i l e s  C e n t e r  
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S A T  o r  A C T  

W h i c h  o n e  i s  b e s t  f o r  y o u ?  
 

 
TEST 

 
ACT 

 
SAT 

 
    TIMING 

 
3  h o u r s  a n d  3 5  m i n u t e s  w i t h  E s s a y  

 
3  h o u r s  a n d  5 0  m i n u t e s    
w i t h  E s s a y  

 
   STRUCTURE 

 
4  s e c t i o n s :  E n g l i s h ,  M a t h ,  R e a d i n g   
S c i e n c e  

O p t i o n a l  E s s a y  

4  s e c t i o n s :  E v i d e n c e -  
B a s e d  R e a d i n g , W r i t i n g  &  
L a n g u a g e ,  M a t h -
C a l c u l a t o r ,  M a t h - N o  
C a l c u l a t o r  

O p t i o n a l  E s s a y  
 
   QUESTION   
   TYPES 

 
M u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  a n d  e s s a y  

 
M u l t i p l e  c h o i c e ,  g r i d - i n s ,  
a n d  e s s a y  

 
   SCORE H i g h e s t  c o m p o s i t e  s c o r e  i s  3 6 ,  w h i c h  

i s  t h e  a v e r a g e  o f  t h e  4  t e s t  s c o r e s  
H i g h e s t  c o m p o s i t e  s c o r e  
i s  1 6 0 0 ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  s u m  
o f  t h e  2  s e c t i o n  s c o r e s  

CONTENT 
  

 
   READING 

 
3 5  m i n — 4 0  q u e s t i o n s  
3  s t a n d - a l o n e  a n d  1  p a i r e d  p a s s a g e :     

N a t u r a l  S c i e n c e ,  H u m a n i t i e s ,  
L i t e r a t u r e ,  a n d  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  

 
6 5  m i n — 5 2  q u e s t i o n s  

4  s t a n d - a l o n e  p a s s a g e s    
a n d  1  p a i r e d  p a s s a g e :  
S c i e n c e ,  L i t e r a t u r e ,  
S o c i a l  S c i e n c e ,  P r i m a r y  
S o u r c e s ,  a n d  C a r e e r s  

 
   MATH 

 
6 0  m i n — 6 0  q u e s t i o n s  
M u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  5    

a n s w e r  c h o i c e s :  P r e p a r i n g  f o r  
H i g h e r  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  I n t e g r a t i n g  
E s s e n t i a l  S k i l l s ,  a n d  M o d e l i n g  

 

 5 5  m i n  ( w i t h  c a l c u l a t o r ) —  
3 8  q u e s t i o n s  

2 5  m i n  ( w i t h o u t  
c a l c u l a t o r ) — 2 0  q u e s t i o n s  

M u l t i p l e  c h o i c e  a n d  g r i d -  
i n  q u e s t i o n s :  A l g e b r a ,  
P r o b l e m  S o l v i n g  a n d  D a t a  
A n a l y s i s ,  a n d  P a s s p o r t  t o  
A d v a n c e d  M a t h  

 

   SCIENCE 
3 5  m i n — 4 0  q u e s t i o n s  
S e p a r a t e  s c i e n c e  s e c t i o n :  D a t a    

R e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  R e s e a r c h    
S u m m a r i e s ,  a n d  C o n f l i c t i n g    
V i e w p o i n t s  

 
S c i e n c e  p a s s a g e s   

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t e s t  
S t u d e n t s  r e c e i v e  a n   

A n a l y s i s  i n  S c i e n c e  C r o s s  
T e s t  S c o r e  

 
   ESSAY  
   (OPTIONAL) 

4 0  m i n  
S t u d e n t s  a n a l y z e  3  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a n d    

g i v e  t h e i r  o w n  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  
4  s c o r e s ,  e a c h  o n  a  s c a l e  o f  2 - 1 2 :  

I d e a s  a n d  A n a l y s i s ,  D e v e l o p m e n t  
a n d  S u p p o r t ,  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  
L a n g u a g e  U s e  a n d  C o n v e n t i o n s  

5 0  m i n  
S t u d e n t s  a n a l y z e  a  6 5 0 -  

7 5 0  w o r d  d o c u m e n t  a n d  
e x p l a i n  h o w  t h e  a u t h o r  
b u i l d s  a n  a r g u m e n t  

3  s c o r e s ,  e a c h  o n  a  s c a l e    
o f  2 - 8 :  R e a d i n g ,  A n a l y s i s ,  
a n d  W r i t i n g  
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NOTABLE  DIFFERENCES 

  

 
   TIMING 

 
•  L e s s  t i m e  p e r  q u e s t i o n  

 
•  M o r e  t i m e  p e r  

q u e s t i o n  
 
   MATH 

 
•  M o r e  g e o m e t r y  •  M o r e  d a t a  

a n a l y s i s / p r o b l e m  
s o l v i n g  

•  M a t h – N o  C a l c u l a t o r  
s e c t i o n  

 
   SCORING 

 
•  E n g l i s h ,  M a t h ,  R e a d i n g ,  a n d  

S c i e n c e  e a c h  m a k e  u p  2 5 %  o f  
s c o r e  

•  E v i d e n c e - B a s e d  
R e a d i n g  a n d  W r i t i n g  
a n d  M a t h  e a c h  m a k e  
u p  5  o f  s c o r e  

 
  READING  
  TOPICS 

 
•  M o r e  f o c u s  o n  s c i e n c e  r e a d i n g  

 
•  M o r e  f o c u s  o n  

h i s t o r y / s o c i a l  
s t u d i e s  r e a d i n g  

TEST PROVIDER ACT SAT 
  

www.ACT.org 
 

www.collegeboard.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
©  2 0 1 7  K a p l a n  T e s t  P r e p   
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2 0 1 7 - 2 0 1 8  S A T  &  A C T  T e s t  D a t e s  

SAT:  R e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t  w w w . c o l l e g e b o a r d . o r g  
F o r  q u e s t i o n s ,  c a l l  S A T / C o l l e g e  B o a r d  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e s :  ( 8 6 6 )  7 5 6 - 7 3 4 6  
 
 

T e s t  D a t e  T e s t s  O f f e r e d  R e g u l a r  
R e g i s t r a t i o n  

C l o s e s  

L a t e  O n l i n e  
R e g i s t r a t i o n  

C l o s e s  
 O c t .  7 ,  2 0 1 7  S A T  a n d  S u b j e c t  

T e s t s  
S e p t e m b e r  8 ,  2 0 1 7  S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  

2 0 1 7  
N o v .  4 ,  2 0 1 7  S A T  a n d  S u b j e c t  

T e s t s  
O c t o b e r  5 ,  2 0 1 7  O c t o b e r  2 5 ,  

2 0 1 7  
D e c .  2 ,  2 0 1 7  S A T  a n d  S u b j e c t  

T e s t s  
N o v e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 1 7  N o v e m b e r  2 1 ,  

2 0 1 7  
S e n i o r s :  T h e  n e x t  T e s t  D a t e s  m i g h t  n o t  m e e t  A p p l i c a t i o n  D e a d l i n e s  

M a r c h  1 0 ,    
2 0 1 8  

S A T  o n l y  F e b r u a r y  9 ,  2 0 1 8  F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  
2 0 1 8  

M a y  5 ,  2 0 1 8  S A T  a n d  S u b j e c t  
T e s t s  

A p r i l  6 ,  2 0 1 8  A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 1 8  

J u n e  2 ,  2 0 1 8  S A T  a n d  S u b j e c t  
T e s t s  

M a y  3 ,  2 0 1 8  M a y  2 3 ,  2 0 1 8  

 

ACT:  R e g i s t e r  o n  l i n e  a t  w w w . a c t . o r g  
F o r  q u e s t i o n s  c a l l  A C T  t e s t  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e s :  ( 3 1 9 )  3 3 7 - 1 2 7 0  

 
T e s t  D a t e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  

D e a d l i n e  
( L a t e  F e e  R e q u i r e d )  

S e p t e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 1 7  A u g u s t  4 ,  2 0 1 7  A u g u s t  5 - 1 8 ,  2 0 1 7  
O c t o b e r  2 8 ,  2 0 1 7  S e p t e m b e r  2 2 ,  2 0 1 7  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 - O c t o b e r  6 ,  2 0 1 7  
D e c e m b e r  9 ,  2 0 1 7  N o v e m b e r  3 ,  2 0 1 7  N o v e m b e r  4 - 1 7 ,  2 0 1 7  
S e n i o r s :  T h e  n e x t  T e s t  D a t e s  m i g h t  n o t  m e e t  A p p l i c a t i o n  D e a d l i n e s  
F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  2 0 1 8  J a n u a r y  1 2 ,  2 0 1 8  J a n u a r y  1 3 - 1 9 ,  2 0 1 8  
A p r i l  1 4 ,  2 0 1 8  M a r c h  9 ,  2 0 1 8  M a r c h  1 0 - 2 3 ,  2 0 1 8  
J u n e  9 ,  2 0 1 8  M a y  4 ,  2 0 1 8  M a y  5 - 1 8 ,  2 0 1 8  
J u l y  1 4 , 2 0 1 8  J u n e  1 5 ,  2 0 1 8  J u n e  1 6 - 2 2 ,  2 0 1 8  
 
 
*  I f  y o u  a r e  a  j u n i o r  o r  s e n i o r  o n  f r e e  o r  r e d u c e d  l u n c h ,  p l e a s e  c h e c k  w i t h  y o u r  
c o u n s e l o r  a s  y o u  q u a l i f y  f o r  a  f e e  w a i v e r  f o r  t h e  S A T  a n d / o r  A C T .  
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T o p  W e b s i t e s  f o r  P o s t - H i g h - S c h o o l  P l a n n i n g  

B e s t  f o r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  C o l l e g e  S e a r c h ,  F i n a n c i a l  A i d ,  S c h o l a r s h i p  
S e a r c h e s ,  S i d e - b y - S i d e  C o m p a r i s o n s :   

1 .  h t t p s : / / b i g f u t u r e . c o l l e g e b o a r d . o r g / c o l l e g e - s e a r c h  
 

2. https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator 
 

3. www.ucan-network.org 
 
 

B e s t  f o r  “ t h e  I n s i d e  S c o o p ”  o n  c o l l e g e  a d m i s s i o n s  a n d  c o l l e g e  
c a m p u s e s :  

1. www.collegeprowler.com 
 

2. www.collegeconfidential.com 
 

3. www.unigo.com 
 

B e s t  f o r  o n l i n e  c a m p u s  t o u r s :  
 

1. https://www.campustours.com 
 

2. https://www.unigo.com 
 

B e s t  f o r  c a r e e r / o c c u p a t i o n a l  o u t l o o k  e x p l o r a t i o n :  
 

1. https://oregoncis.uoregon.edu/home/  BSD students have sign-in 
 

2. https://www.bls.gov/ooh/ 
 

B e s t  f o r  F i n a n c i a l  A i d  a n d  S c h o l a r s h i p  I n f o r m a t i o n  ( a l s o  s e e  y o u r  
c o l l e g e s  “ n e t  p r i c e  c a l c u l a t o r ”  n o w  r e q u i r e d  b y  l a w  o n  w e b s i t e s ) .  

 
1. https://netpricecalculator.collegeboard.org 

 
2. https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/features/net-price-calculator 

 

3. www.wiche.edu/programs  
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4. www.fastweb.com 
 

5. www.finaid.com 
 
 

B e s t  f o r  R e q u i r e d  F i n a n c i a l  A i d  D o c u m e n t a t i o n :  
 

1. https://www.fafsa.ed.gov (file only on/after 1/1/2016) 
 

2. https://profileonline.collegeboard.com/prf/index.jsp (required only by some private colleges)  
 

F r e e  W e b - B a s e d  T e s t  P r e p  R e s o u r c e s  
 

1. www.number2.com  
 

2. www.actstudent.org/testprep 
 

3. sat.collegeboard.org   
 

S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  W e b s i t e s  
 

1. www.questbridge.org  
 

2. www.gmsp.org 
 

3. www.venturescholar.org 
 

4. http://www.firstgenerationstudent.com/  
 

5. http://mup.asu.edu/research.html  
 

C o l l e g e  A t h l e t i c s  
 

1. www.ncaa.org 
 

2. www.playnaia.org  
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H o w  T o  C h o o s e  a n  A r t  S c h o o l  
 

G e t  a d v i c e  f o r  c h o o s i n g  a n  a r t  s c h o o l  t h a t  c a t e r s  t o  y o u r  t a l e n t s  a n d  
c a r e e r  g o a l s .  
 

F i n d  A r t  S c h o o l s  |  A r t  S c h o o l  A r t i c l e s  &  R e s o u r c e s  |  G u i d e  t o  A r t  
S c h o o l  D e g r e e s  

 

I t ' s  n o  s e c r e t  t h a t  m o s t  a r t  c a r e e r s  a r e  h i g h l y  c o m p e t i t i v e .  S o  i t ' s  n o t  
s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  c o l l e g e  a r t  d e g r e e s  a r e  b e c o m i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  n e c e s s a r y  
f o r  a r t i s t s  h o p i n g  t o  m a k e  i t  i n  t o d a y ' s  t o u g h  j o b  m a r k e t s .  G o i n g  t o  a r t  
s c h o o l  c a n  h e l p  y o u  r e f i n e  y o u r  t a l e n t s  a n d  m a r k e t  y o u r  a r t  o r  
p e r f o r m a n c e  s k i l l s .  I t  c a n  a l s o  c h a l l e n g e  y o u ,  e x p a n d  y o u r  m i n d  a n d  
i n s p i r e  y o u  t o  t a k e  y o u r  a r t  t o  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l .  I t ' s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  A r t  C o l l e g e  a f f o r d s  y o u ,  n o t  j u s t  t h e  d i p l o m a  t h a t  c a n  
h e l p  y o u  b u i l d  t h e  r i g h t  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  y o u r  c a r e e r  a s  a n  a r t i s t .  
  
F I N D  A  S C H O O L   

K n o w  Y o u r  A r t  S c h o o l  P r i o r i t i e s  
C h o o s i n g  t h e  a r t  s c h o o l  t h a t ' s  r i g h t  f o r  y o u  i s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  a  v e r y  
p e r s o n a l  d e c i s i o n .  T h e r e  a r e  a  n u m b e r  o f  f a c t o r s  t o  c o n s i d e r  w h e n  
s e l e c t i n g  a n  a r t  s c h o o l :  

•  C a r e e r  G o a l s :  D o e s  t h e  s c h o o l  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  o f f e r  t h e  a r t  p r o g r a m  
y o u  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r ?  I f  s o ,  w i l l  t h e  p r o g r a m  q u a l i f y  y o u  f o r  t h e  a r t  c a r e e r  
y o u  w a n t ?  D o e s  t h e  s c h o o l  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  c o l l e g e  a c c r e d i t a t i o n ?  A r e  t h e r e  
l i c e n s i n g  o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  y o u ’ l l  n e e d  t o  m e e t  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
p r a c t i c e ?  
  

•  R e s o u r c e s  &  O p p o r t u n i t i e s :  H o w  m u c h  t i m e  a n d  m o n e y  d o  y o u  h a v e  t o  
d e d i c a t e  t o  y o u r  e d u c a t i o n ?  D o e s  t h e  s c h o o l  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  o f f e r  
f i n a n c i a l  a i d  t o  h e l p  y o u  i n  y o u r  e d u c a t i o n ?  W h a t  i n t e r n s h i p s  a n d  s t u d e n t  
t e a c h i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  c a n  t h e  a r t  s c h o o l  o f f e r  y o u ,  a n d  w h a t  k i n d  o f  
c o n n e c t i o n s  c a n  y o u  m a k e  t h e r e  t h a t  w i l l  f u r t h e r  y o u r  a r t  c a r e e r ?  
  

•  A r t  S c h o o l  L o c a t i o n  &  E n v i r o n m e n t :  A r e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  t h e  k i n d  
o f  p e o p l e  w h o  i n s p i r e  a n d  c h a l l e n g e  y o u ?  W h a t  s o r t  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t  s u i t s  
y o u  b e s t — b i g  c i t y ,  s m a l l  t o w n ,  c o m p e t i t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t  o r  c l o s e  c i r c l e  o f  
s u p p o r t ?  W i l l  y o u  s t a y  i n  y o u r  h o m e  s t a t e ,  o r  d o  y o u  w i s h  t o  m o v e ?  
  

•  P r e v i o u s  E x p e r i e n c e  &  T i m e l i n e :  W i l l  t h e  a r t  s c h o o l  a c c e p t  a  p o r t f o l i o  w i t h  
y o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n ?  W i l l  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  a l l o w i n g  y o u  t o  u s e  p r e v i o u s  
e d u c a t i o n a l  o r  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  f u l f i l l  g r a d u a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ?  A r e  y o u  
h o p i n g  t o  b e g i n  y o u r  c a r e e r  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  o r  a r e  y o u  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  
l o n g e r  c o l l e g e  e x p e r i e n c e ?  
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K n o w  Y o u r  A r t  S c h o o l  F a c u l t y  
O n c e  y o u  h a v e  n a r r o w e d  d o w n  y o u r  l i s t  o f  s c h o o l s  a n d  h a v e  a  s h o r t  l i s t  o f  
p r o s p e c t i v e  a r t  c o l l e g e s ,  f i n d  o u t  w h o ' s  o n  t h e  f a c u l t y .  H a v i n g  a  t e a c h e r  
w h o  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  m a y  m e a n  g o o d  c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  b u t  e v e n  
m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  w i l l  b e  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  t e a c h  a n d  p a s s  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  o n  
t o  y o u .  

•  C h e c k  o u t  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  t h e i r  i n d u s t r y  e x p e r i e n c e  b y  
r e a d i n g  t h e i r  b i o g r a p h i e s  o r  t h r o u g h  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s .  

•  I f  p o s s i b l e ,  v i s i t  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  m e e t  k e y  t e a c h e r s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  
t e a c h i n g  s t y l e s .  

•  S i t  i n  o n  c l a s s e s  a n d  o b s e r v e .  M a k e  s u r e  t h e  t e a c h e r s  e n g a g e  t h e  c l a s s  a n d  
o f f e r  i n s i g h t  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e  a  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  i n d u s t r y  k n o w l e d g e .  

•  T a l k  w i t h  c u r r e n t  s t u d e n t s .  F i n d  o u t  i f  t h e y  e n j o y  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o r  
m e n t o r s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  f a c u l t y .  

K n o w  Y o u r  A r t  S c h o o l  C a m p u s  F a c i l i t i e s  
W h e n  y o u  p i c k  a n  a r t  s c h o o l ,  y o u  a r e  c h o o s i n g  t h e  p l a c e  y o u  w i l l  s p e n d  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  y o u r  d a y  f o r  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e .  T a k e  a  m o m e n t  
t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  l o o k  a n d  f e e l  o f  t h e  c a m p u s .  S e e  i f  i t  i s  a  p l a c e  y o u  w i l l  
e n j o y  s p e n d i n g  y o u r  d a y s .  

•  C h e c k  o u t  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s .  I f  y o u  a r e  a  d a n c e r ,  y o u  w i l l  w a n t  t o  s e e  t h e  s i z e  
a n d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  w h e r e  y o u  w i l l  b e  d a n c i n g .  D o e s  t h e  p r o g r a m  
h a v e  o n e  o r  m o r e  l a r g e  s t u d i o s  w i t h  s p r u n g  f l o o r s ,  s t a g e s  e q u i p p e d  f o r  
d a n c e  p r o d u c t i o n s ,  a n d  l i v e  m u s i c i a n s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c l a s s e s ?  
  

•  I f  y o u  a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  g r a p h i c  d e s i g n ,  w e b  d e s i g n ,  g a m e  d e s i g n  o r  a n i m a t i o n  
s c h o o l s ,  m a k e  s u r e  t h e  s c h o o l  i s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  t e c h n o l o g y .  S o  
m a n y  a r t  a n d  d e s i g n  f i e l d s  r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l i z e d  e q u i p m e n t  n o w .  F o r  
p h o t o g r a p h y  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s ,  d o  5 0  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  t o  s h a r e  o n e  c a m e r a ?  O r  
i s  t h e r e  o n e  c a m e r a  f o r  e v e r y  t w o  s t u d e n t s ?  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
h t t p : / / w w w . a l l a r t s c h o o l s . c o m / a r t - c a r e e r s / a r t i c l e / c h o o s i n g - a r t - s c h o o l  
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N C A A  E L I G I B I L I T Y  C E N T E R  Q U I C K  R E F E R E N C E  G U I D E  

D i v i s i o n s  I  a n d  I I  I n i t i a l  -  E l i g i b i l i t y  R e q u i r e m e n t s  
 

C o r e  C o u r s e s  

•  NCAA Divisions I and II require 16 core courses. See list below. 
• NCAA Division I now requires 10 core courses to be completed prior to the seventh semester 

(Seven of the 10 must be a combination of English, math or natural or physical science that meet 
the distribution requirements below). These 10 courses become "locked in" at the start of the 
seventh semester and cannot be retaken for grade improvement. 

 *It will still be possible for a Division I college-bound student-athlete to still receive athletics aid 
and the ability to practice with the team if he or she fails to meet the 10 course requirement, 
but would not be able to compete. 

T e s t  S c o r e s  
 

• Division I uses a sliding scale to match test scores and core grade-point averages (GPA).    
• Division II requires a minimum SAT score of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68. 
• The SAT score used for NCAA purposes includes only the critical reading and math sections. The 

writing section of the SAT is not used. 
•  The ACT score used for NCAA purposes is a sum of the following four sections: English, 

mathematics, reading and science. 
• When you register for the SAT or ACT, use the NCAA Eligibility Center code of 9999 to ensure 

all SAT and ACT scores are reported directly to the NCAA Eligibility Center from the testing 
agency. Test scores that appear on transcripts will not be used.  

G r a d e - P o i n t  A v e r a g e  
 

• Be sure to look at your high school’s List of NCAA Courses on the NCAA Eligibility Center's 
website (www.eligibilitycenter.org). Only courses that appear on your school's List of NCAA 
Courses will be used in the calculation of the core GPA. Use the list as a guide.  

• Division I GPA required to receive athletics aid is 2.000 -2.299 (corresponding test-score 
requirements are listed on Sliding Scale B , found on the NCAA website). 

• Division I GPA required to be eligible for competition is 2.300 (corresponding test-score 
requirements are listed on Sliding Scale B, found on the NCAA website). 

• The Division II core GPA requirement is a minimum of 2.000. 
•  Remember, the NCAA GPA is calculated using NCAA core courses only. 
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D I V I S I O N  I  
16 Core Courses 
4 years of English. 
3 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher). 
2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of lab if offered by high school). 
1 year of additional English, mathematics or natural/physical science. 
2 years of social science. 
4 years of additional courses (from any area above, foreign language or comparative 
religion/philosophy). 
 

D I V I S I O N  I I  
16 Core Courses 
3 years of English. 
2 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher). 
2 years of natural/physical science (1 year of lab if offered by high school). 
3 years of additional English, mathematics or natural/physical science. 
2 years of social science. 
4 years of additional courses (from any area above, foreign language or comparative 
religion/philosophy). 

 
h t t p : / / f s . n c a a . o r g / D o c s / e l i g i b i l i t y _ c e n t e r / Q u i c k _ R e f e r e n c e _ S h e e t . p d f  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


