
PERFORMING & VISUAL ARTS 

Students who want to study art, theater, music or dance in college have many options. Now is the time to 

consider which option might be best for you. Use these guiding question to help make your decision. 

WHAT ARE YOUR CAREER GOALS?  
Does the school you are considering offer the program you are looking for? If so, will the program qualify you for the 

art career you want? Are there licensing or certification requirements you’ll need to meet for professional practice? 

 

DO YOU WANT TO ATTEND A SCHOOL OF ART OR A SCHOOL WITH ART PROGRAMS? 
There are many options: you can opt for a college that has an art, music, theater or dance department, a university 

that has it’s own art or music school, or an institution dedicated solely to art, music, theater or dance. At a school of 

art or conservatory you will spend the majority of your time studying fine or performing arts and much less time 

taking courses in other subject areas. A college that has an art, music, theater or dance department allows you to 

study many academic interests as well as visual or performing arts classes. Think about what matters to you and 

what you enjoy, and if you would prefer a specialized or more general curriculum. This may impact the type of degree 

you get, such as a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) or Bachelor of Music (BM) versus a more general Bachelor of Arts (BA). 

 

DOES THE SCHOOL HAVE THE RIGHT COLLEGE ACCREDITATION? 
You may want to consider a college that is regionally accredited as well as nationally accredited for your specific arts 

discipline. Nationally accredited programs are listed in one of the directories at www.arts-accredit.org. In Oregon: 

DOES THE SCHOOL  REQUIRE A PORTFOLIO, ARTIST STATEMENT, INTERVIEW OR AUDITION?  
Schools of art can be quite competitive and these additional materials help schools make their admission selections; 

research the school’s specific requirements. Some schools may not require additional materials—consider sending a 

portfolio or work sample anyway but first call or email the admissions office to ask if they will review it. Ask if you can 

submit a digital copy of your portfolio – it’s much less expensive to create and to send! 

 

HOW ARE YOUR GRADES? 
Academics do still matter when applying to schools of art. Each school has its own academic requirements in terms 

of minimum GPA and average standardized college entrance exam scores. Most schools require the ACT and/or SAT. 

Even if standardized college entrance exams are optional, you may still want to take them because good grades and 

high SAT/ACT scores can qualify you for scholarships and other financial aid packages. 
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